TO SCREEN YORKSHIRE AND MEMBERS OF THE BLOCK BOOKING SCHEME.

Third Quarterly Report 2010/2011  from Yorkshire Region of the BFFS.

20th Sept to 19th Dec 2010 
Commentary on Attendance figures:   
1) As usual it has proved very difficult to get the figures and comments from all the Film Societies. Apart from the usual timescale to put figures together in some cases, many volunteers are on Holiday at this time of year, and a number, this year, have been ill with Flu or similar conplaints.!
2) There is no question that the coldest December on record effected attendances at many Film Societies towards the end of the year, from November onwards.

3) Once again extrapolating from these figures to produce an annual projection cant be attempted with any hope of accuracy – particularly where so many have not been able to make a return but a first attempt has been made to summarise the detail actually logged over the last three quarters. 

4) At the end of next quarter an attempt will be made to fill gaps in the figures and / or extrapolate missing figures from those logged for other quarters, to try and come up with realistic figures for the year.
5) There are several Societies from outside the Yorkshire Area who take films from the block booking scheme, which result in higher discounts on cost for each film for increased showings. They do not benefit from the YRG brochure and are not subsidised in any way.
NEWS: The receipt of the grant from Screen Yorkshire of £5000, once again, helps significantly in ensuring the health of the block booking scheme.
It is a condition of the grant that we continue to report quarterly on the attendances and activities of the beneficiaries of the scheme.

Tony Davison continues to administer and organise the circulation of the films.!! Richard Fort, as Secretary,  organises the Yorkshire brochure.
The future of the funding streams administered by Screen Yorkshire still hangs in the balance but the vast majority of the Film Societies are of the opinion that the scheme is vital to the health and operation of their Film Society.
In North Yorkshire the Rural Initiative, with confirmed funding from the Film Council, is continuing its work  and is being administered by Kathryn Penny, based at the Bradford Media Museum.

Events and Activities in the period.
Cober Hill. The 20th Annual Film Festival, organised at Cober Hill Conference Centre near Scarborough took place on the first weekend in December. One screen showed Tony Davisons selection of his favourite films of the last 20 years – a selection that contained many comedies, which acted as an excellent balance to the very interesting and original films in the other main auditorium. 
A cake was cut by Tony Davison to mark the 20th Birthday of the event and congratulations and thanks are due to Tony for all the effort and knowledge that he has put into the event over the years!!

Scarborough, (Tony Davison) reports that Beverley are now operating from new larger premises and are getting good attendances. Tony has also shown films as part of the Bridlington Music Point Festival, to a Food Campaign meeting, to the Sitwell Society, and friends of Peasholm Park. He has also  shown Railway Documentaries at Stainton – as well as continuing to support film at Marton.
New Societies/potential societies: Tony reports interest from Cold Preston, Sheffield, Kirklees; and there is a new set up in York – south of the river! – which has shown several films already and got excellent audiences. 

Bawtry  Owing to the lack of new funding from traditional granting bodies, the Young Players will be atarting their film making efforts with a Mac computer and a camcorder donated by members of the Film Soc.
Appleton le Moors: Put on Wonderful Life for the whole village at Christmas, and run a Ladies film appreciation night, and a Childrens Special. They also showed 5 films as part of Rydale Artfest; they have also used Yorkshire Archive material and new Dutch animation, amaong a number of initiatives.

Ryedale, as a number of Film Socs, have now started Junior Film showings.
Saddleworth: are holding a Winter Social event on 28th January showing that grand old short film “The Plank” with supper and Quiz.

Harrogate: are having to move their venue regularly, instigated by new charges initially from Harrogate Local Authority, faced with the cut backs . They continue very successfully with really excellent audiences.  They plan a day of Australian Films on 6th March.
Ilkley: are going to have a special screening of Metropolis on 13th Feb.

Halifax: Held the Northern Premier of “The Sweet Shop” introduced by producer Bertie Stephens. They will be holding an Alan Bennet night on 20th Feb, showing “ADay Out” and A Private Function”.- In conjunction with Age Concern.

Otley: showed two Twilight films to mixed success.! And also Brief Encounter in the Parish Hall. Again a childrens film attracted excellent audiences. Once more they will be showing two films as part of the Bradford Film Festival – and two black and white films with supper.

Barnsley Civic: are going to be working with BMBC to put on Irish films for St Patricks Day, including “The Commitments”, “Once” and “ Killing Bono” – plus a Mike Figgis masterclass. As part of the Street Art Exhibition they are showing “Exit through the Gift Shop” .
Wakefield: Jan Dunn, Director of “The Calling” did a film workshop for local College students plus Q+A.

Hunmanby: Now have their own screen/ roof mounted projector installed and operating, which was funded from local sources.

Callander: are working with the Callander Climate Change and Women in the Trossachs to show relevant films.

