TO  SCREEN YORKSHIRE AND MEMBERS OF THE BLOCK BOOKING SCHEME.

Fourth Quarterly Report 2010/2011  from Yorkshire Region of the BFFS.

19th December 2010 to 18th March 2011
Commentary on Attendance figures:   
1) We have done reasonably well in getting figures and comments from Film Societies, within the timescales requested. However more figures are still sought; these will have to form part of a “year report” which will be prepared shortly. 
2) Generally attendances appear to have recovered after the severe weather at the end of 2010.
3) There are several Societies from outside the Yorkshire Area who take films from the block booking scheme, which result in higher discounts on cost for each film for increased showings. They do not benefit from the YRG brochure and are not subsidised in any way.
NEWS: Screen Yorkshire will continue to operate until October 2011, on a skeleton staff! Limited funds will still be available from that source over that period, to support the scheme – possibly with a grant of up to £2000, and further money will be sought from Creative England, the successor to the previous network of Screen Agencies, for the second half of the year – with some hope of success, but at a reduced level. 
It is a condition of the grant that we continue to report quarterly on the attendances and activities of the beneficiaries of the scheme.

Tony Davison continues to administer and organise the circulation of the films.!! Richard Fort, as Secretary,  organises the Yorkshire brochure.
Volunteer led and administered Film Societies surely exemplify to spirit of the Big Society and merit continued support.
THE RURAL INITIATIVE FOR NORTH YORKSHIRE, with confirmed funding from the Film Council, is continuing its work. Previously administered by Kathryn Penny from the Bradford Media Museum, a new administrator will be taking over shortly because Kathryn is now in charge of the BMM’s screening efforts.
As well as a sophisticated digital projector located in Whitby, the initiative is funding film showings at many other locations, throughout the whole of North Yorkshire, mainly via organisations that tour round with equipment largely bought by initiative funds. 

When the funding comes to an end there will be need to develop a plan to set in place self supporting organisations where film demand justifies it, and YRG – BFFS will try to play its part.
BRITISH FEDERATION OF FILM SOCIETIES.  The BFFS main office is based in Sheffield, and up to the end of this financial year has been funded by the Film Council – now it should be funded by the BFI but apparently there are no confirmed plans that funding will be available. The BFFS is a vital resource for start ups, with substantial important resources, and has a bank of films available to hire if you are a BFFS member. It also organises a film showing each year. 
It would be a tragedy if it lost its funding or the office moved away from Sheffield.

DEAF CLUBS.  It has been pointed out that organisations for the Deaf, in local film society areas, benefit  tremendously from subtitled film showings – particularly children, but also older people. Perhaps film societies should explore the local possibilities? There is a real need.
Events and Activities in the period.
Scarborough, (Tony Davison) has been supporting the “Coastival” festival and regular showings at Staintondale and  Marton. Tony has also been helping to establish the new Society in York – Southbank – which has proved a great success (see figures)
Another new Society appears well established in Corbridge, on the Tyne in Northumberland. Rupert Atkinson  has set it up with a strong membership and a first season of six films. Tony Davison kindly travelled up to show a taster film to start the ball rolling.
Appleton – are having a French evening in April and some old british films to celebrate anniversary of Appleton Reading Room!

Bawtry : A special showing of two films, including a buffet meal, will be held on 17th April in support of the £70,000 roof fund! (“I Know where Im Going” and “Le Placard”.) They are also going to show a short film from the Yorkshire Archive to accompany Mid August Lunch.
Callander, recovering after a hard winter worked with Callander Clmate Change to show a Documentary  feature

Halifax had a successful Alan Bennett day showing “A Day out” and “A Private Function.
Hepworth Film Society will be hosting two events for the Holmfirth Film Festival. Tuesday 24th May  local films will be shown including one by local film-maker Miss Lockwood – “Baileys Bath”, about Holmfirth’s Lido swimming pool, and an old film by a local playwright, and barber, Wylbert Kemp.  On 27th May its “Animal Kingdom” -   www.holmfirthfilmfestival.co.uk     

Beverley Film Society are now fully up and running – assisted with equipment supplied by T.D. and YRG-BFFS. Showing one film a month to good audiences.  There is no other Cinema in Beverley.

Oxen Park  have shown “The Third Man” with a guest speaker.  
Linlithgow Film Society, through their Chairman Bob Henderson, continue to show films on a voluntary basis to various local organisations, e.g. clubs and non – profit organisations.    

The Galtres Community Centre in Easingworld will continue to show one film a month through the summer. They have shown direct beamed Opera/Ballet using satellite equipment.

Stokesley showed Opera  (Glynbourne) “The Marriage of Figaro” on 20th March.
Harrogate, despite having very good audiences on weekday evenings, experimented with a Sunday of  Australian Films – but didn’t get anything like expected audiences.

Strathenderick are in the middle of a Harry Potter season through March / April, showing at 2.00pm  on Sunday afternoons. It will be interesting to compare their experience with Harrogate’s.

Selby, will be working with Selby Heritage Society  in April; will be doing outreach in May at local community halls; and will be in partnership with Selby Town Council for the Funday in June – with holiday cinema planned for August.

Ryedale has been contributing to WEA talks and  U3A  Local History groups. They are planning an Open evening in September to encourage new members and links with local schools and youngsters. 
Bathgate are planning a showing of “The Illusionist”, beautiful, evocative cartoon with Edinburgh as backdrop, on May 6th, to celebrate the installation of their new screen!

Ilkley held their screening of the restored “Metropolis”
 Barnsley Civic: held their  festival of  Irish films for St Patricks Day, including “The Commitments” (with the writers ), “Once” and the Northern Premier of “ Killing Bono” (with the author of the autobiographical book in attendance) – plus a Mike Figgis master-class. 
Otley showed a children’s  film at Christmas and are again showing two films as part of the Bradford International Film Festival.

